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On March 9, Salvadoran Joint Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Adolfo Onecifero Blandon, told reporters
in San Salvador that the army is "on the offensive," and enjoys "high morale." Next, in an appeal
to the extreme right, Blandon said that as long as "political contradictions" continue within the
government, "it will be impossible to win the war, which is not only a military struggle." The
politicians, said the general, have chosen the worst possible moment to voice their opposition.
These conflicts, he added, will prevent them from "resolving the present crisis," and in any event,
"only benefit the guerrillas." Since December last year, the country's right-wing parties have
stepped up pressures on the administration of President Jose Napoleon Duarte. Triggered by
the administration's "war tax" bill introduced in December last year, the right has launched a
congressional boycott and a national business strike, in addition to threatening military coups,
and improvising an incessant media barrage against the government. The right-wing parties,
representing wealthy Salvadoran business and agricultural elites, were eventually victorious in
removing the "war tax" threat to their bank accounts. The nation's Supreme Court declared the
war tax unconstitutional. The national elites have argued for several months that financing the war
through taxes is unacceptable given the depressed state of the Salvadoran economy. Blandon and
the military hierarchy have publicly demonstrated their chagrin with the attitude of the right-wing
business sector and political groups. Among other things, military spokespersons have announced
that with the elimination of the war tax, regular payment of wages for some 20,000 troops cannot be
sustained. Such complaints are apparently directed at the United States. At the press conference,
Blandon told reporters that the United for Reconstruction counterinsurgency operation, the largest
yet undertaken by the military and aimed at removing the rebels' base of support in the countryside,
has reaped enormous successes thus far. According to the general, 39,000 peasant farmers have been
enrolled in paramilitary organizations supervised by the army. In addition, some 438 public works
have been carried out under the auspices of the program. The counterinsurgency program is largely
funded by the US Agency for International Development (USAID). Last week the rebel station
RADIO VENCEREMOS reported that the army suffered 459 casualties in February, and reiterated
the FMLN's commitment to continue its campaign of economic sabotage. (Basic data from PRENSA
LATINA, 03/10/87)
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